[Full Name]
[Street Address]
[Town, NY ZIP]
[DATE]
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
Leo W. O’Brien Federal Office Bldg

1 Clinton Square, Room 821

Albany, NY 12207
Regarding:  Recreational Trails Program (RTP)

Dear Senator Gillibrand,
As a member of the New York State Snowmobile Association (NYSSA) and a supporter of snowmobiling, as well as all recreational trail uses, I urge you to support the continuation of the RTP grants. These grants have provided necessary funding for development and maintenance of recreational trails, to the benefit of communities and individuals alike.

This funding is NOT a bailout and is NOT a handout, rather it represents a common‐sense approach to allow the users of recreational trails in New York and across the US to fund the healthy recreational activities they enjoy.  RTP is funded by returning a portion of the highway use taxes that are collected from off‐road fuel purchases. 

In the case of snowmobiling, the RTP grants help to support the $1 billion in annual economic impact in New York.

I and the more than 100,000 members of NYSSA urge you to take the following actions:

· Continue RTP funding by insisting it be included in the federal transportation legislation.

· Increase the funding to $550 million over the next five years to accurately reflect the value of off‐road highway fuel use and contribution.

· Fund a US DOT study of non‐highway recreational fuel use.

· Adjust the allowable administrative expenses for the US FHWA to 1% of actual available annual funding.

We hope that you will understand the importance of the RTP grants, and we trust that you will do the right thing by insisting that the program is extended. Our country is experiencing difficult economic times. Ensuring that recreational trail use continues to receive the support provided by the trail users’ purchase of fuel is a commonsense solution to provide the necessary funding to keep a vibrant trails infrastructure whole. Failure on the part of Congress to restore this program would amount to no more than a “raid” on recreational trails funding.  

Our efforts to develop and maintain recreational trails, in conjunction with state and local agencies like the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP), help all trail user groups support healthy lifestyles as well as providing a needed economic boost for the New York State tourist economy. Please help the thousands of volunteers who support snowmobiling in New York, as well as the New York State Trails Council by supporting the Recreational Trails Program.

With best regards,
[Name]
[Snowmobile club name]
